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What	 do	 you	 think	 the	 “crown	 of	 life”	 is?

How	 does	 it	 help	 you	 to	 know	 that	 there	 is	 a	 reward	 for	 those	 who	 endure	 suffering?

Ask	 God	 to	 help	 you	 remember	 as	 you	 go	 through	 trials	 that	 there	 is	 a	 reward	 for	 suffering.

Friday
Write	 down	 some	 of	 the	 trials	 causing	 anxiety	 or	 pain	 in	 your	 life	 now:

What	 have	 you	 learned	 this	 week	 that	 has	 helped	 you	 in	 these	 trials?

Read	 2	 Corinthians	 1:3–11.	 How	 does	 God	 use	 our	 sufferings	 in	 the	 lives	 of	 others?

How	 have	 you	 seen	 this	 to	 be	 true?

Determine	 to	 encourage	 someone	 today	 with	 the	 comfort	 you	 received	 from	 God	 in	 your	 own	 sufferings.	 

Thank	 God	 for	 His	 comfort,	 and	 continue	 to	 ask	 for	 wisdom	 today!

Saturday

Please	 pray	 for	 all	 the	 services	 this	 weekend.	 Thanks!

Some questions for this week’s daily devotions adapted from James: Life Application Bible Study

Prayer Updates
Joy & Blessing

Jacob	 Michael

Hospitalized & Surgeries this past week…
	 

	 

	 

	 

Recent	 hospitalizations/surgeries

	 

Hospice	 Care

We want to provide pastoral support…

Welcome	 Center.	 

Handling 
Tough Times

James 1:2–6,12

“Consider	 it	 pure	 joy because	 you	 know	 

that	 the	 testing	 of	 your	 faith	 develops	 perseverance.”	 James	 1:2–3	 [NIV]

My ___________________ is affected by my  _______________________

What do I know about my problems? 

1. Problems are ________________________________________________
“…whenever…”	 v.	 2

2. Problems are ________________________________________________
“…you	 face	 trials…”	 v.	 2

“face”: Greek peripto, “to fall into  _________________________________“

3. Problems are ________________________________________________
“…of	 many	 kinds…”	 v.	 2

“many kinds”: Greek “ ___________________________________________”

4. Problems can have __________________________________________
“…the	 testing	 of	 your	 faith…”	 v.	 3

Two ways problems can have value:
 ____________________

	 “…	 develops	 perseverance…	 so	 that	 you	 may	 be	 mature…”	 v.	 3,4

Patience is the key to  ____________  other blessing.
 ____________________  

v.	 4 over	 



What	 audience	 was	 James	 addressing?	 What	 do	 you	 know	 about	 their	 situation?	 For	 example:	 

agreement	 with	 Christianity.	 To	 what	 extent	 do	 you	 think	 this	 is	 a	 problem	 today?

What	 can	 we	 do	 as	 a	 church	 to	 help	 Christians	 put	 their	 faith	 into	 practice?

Ask	 God	 to	 help	 you	 to	 put	 your	 faith	 into	 practice	 today!

Tuesday

trials	 with	 joy?

Think	 of	 someone	 you	 know	 who	 has	 had	 a	 tough	 life.	 What	 has	 helped	 that	 person	 persevere?

Wednesday

How	 can	 wisdom	 help	 when	 going	 through	 tough	 times?

What	 does	 James	 say	 we	 need	 to	 do	 to	 receive	 this	 help	 from	 God?

Thursday

is	 promised	 in	 these	 verses?	 

over	 

How can I grow through my problems?

1.  ______________________________
“Consider	 it	 pure	 joy…”	 v.	 1

“Consider”: Greek “_____________ it up, do the  ___________________ ”
	 he	 will	 receive	 

the	 crown	 of	 life	 that	 God	 has	 promised	 to	 those	 who	 love	 him.”	 v.	 12

 _________________________________  my response

2.  ______________________________

it	 will	 be	 given	 to	 him.”	 v.	 5

3.  ______________________________
“But	 when	 he	 asks	 he	 must	 believe	 and	 not	 doubt.”	 v.	 6	 

Sermon discussion groups
	 

	 

Further Reading on Handling Life’s Troubles
Life	 After	 the	 Death	 of	 My	 Son:	 What	 I’m	 Learning,

Shattered	 Dreams:	 God’s	 Unexpected	 Path	 to	 Joy,	 Larry	 Crabb

Journey	 to	 a	 New	 Beginning	 After	 a	 Loss,	 Scott	 Reall

The	 Bumps	 Are	 What	 You	 Climb	 On,	 Warren	 Wiersbe

Disappointment	 with	 God,

Ideas and inspiration for today’s outline from  
 

Daily Meditations

Monday

you	 know	 about	 the	 probable	 author	 of	 this	 letter?

“Blessed	 is	 the	 man	 who	 perseveres	 	 
under	 trial,	 because	 when	 he	 has	 	 

stood	 the	 test,	 he	 will	 receive	 the	 crown	 of	 
	 life	 that	 God	 has	 promised	 to	 those	 	 

who	 love	 him.”	 James	 1:12	 (NIV)


